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Strategies for Securing Network Access
 
The SASE Forum, to be held at the Palais des Congrès de Paris, the 26th of March, will delve into 
the transformative journey from traditional networking to a Secure Access Service Edge (SASE) 
architecture.

Experts will explore in particular how AI and machine learning are revolutionizing network auto-
mation, troubleshooting, and predictive maintenance, ensuring a seamless and secure transition 
to the cloud.

They will highlight the different strategies for securing the workforces and explain the concepts of 
SSE, SASE, and ZTNA and their relevance in this modern era.

Benefits of implementing a Zero Trust approach with SASE from a security and energy’s perspec-
tive will be demonstrated by discussing the cutting-edge innovations shaping the future of secure 
access technologies, with a focus on ZTNA and Secure Service Edge (SSE).

• What are the interactions between SASE solutions and the underlay
• Which impact of AI/ML workloads on all layers of connectivity
• How to ensure reliable secure overlays with underlying transport SLAs
• What about security of data and AI training and inference workloads
• What’s next with encryption (post-quantum cryptography), intelligent routing, compliance and 

sovereignty considerations

The SASE Forum will bring detailed responses through renowned technical experts addresses, ser-
vice providers testimonies and analysts forecast.
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MPLS World: Which New Network Design

Main sessions of the congress will cover AI and ML, IPv6 deployments, Clocking, EVPN, IP/Optical and 
Open RAN.

For 25 years now, the Congress have highlighted and explained the softwerization,disaggregation and 
cloudification processes.

Quantum Networks Summit

The conference programme will mainly cover Quantum safe networks software architectures, QKD 
innovations, Post Quantum Cryptography implementations and control planes aspects.

Other sessions will address photonic layer security, use-cases and migration from legacy networks. 

REGISTER NOW !

CO-LOCATED WITH

http://www.uppersideconferences.com
mailto:contact%40uppersideconferences.com?subject=
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/global2025/2025_registration_global.html
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/quantum-networks/
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/mpls-sdn-nfv/
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/SASE/index.html


08.00 Registration & Coffee

Morning Chairman 
Amir Zmora, CEO & Co-founder, flexiWAN

09.00 Lessons from the Field 
How much of SD-WAN’s promise has truly been delivered? Exploring 
real-world insights into SD-WAN deployments, highlighting successes, 
gaps, and how the convergence of SSE, SD-WAN, and advanced 
monitoring is shaping the future.

Adam Godlewski, Solutions Architect SASE,  
Cavell Group

09.20 
Marc Bouteyre, 
Head of Virtualization Solution,  Ekinops

09.40 
Rick Mur, 
CTO & Co-founder, GNX

10.00 Coffee/Exhibition/Networking

10.30 How Edge AI Changes Enterprise Networking  
Using an example of a popular consumer product, looking at how Edge 
AI changes network requirements for Enterprise, and how solutions like 
VeloRAIN helps Enterprise adopt the growing demand of AI and GenAI 
workloads.

Ray Wong, Head of EMEA, VeloCloud by Broadcom

10.50 SASE and the Future of Security in a Connected 
World 
With AI-driven security, SASE is redefining how organizations detect, 
respond, and automate, fostering a powerful synergy between humans 
and machines. Discovering how security can be both invisible and 
invincible.

Beatrice Ghorra, Senior Security Solution Architect,  
Cisco

11.10 How AI is Enhancing Security Postures, Reducing 
Human Errors
AI comes in many forms and the use cases are ever evolving. These 
range from inline actions such as detecting DGAs and Cyber Squatting, 
insights such as suggesting resolutions to misconfigured firewall  
rulesets. Taking a look at some of these examples.

Glenn Williams, Chief Technical Architect, 
Service Providers & GSI EMEA, Cato Networks

 11.30    PANEL SELECTING THE SASE THAT 
FITS YOUR NEEDS

11.30 Selecting the SASE that Fits Your Needs  
The selection of SASE spans various considerations, from the decision 
to adopt a full SASE solution to a combination of SD-WAN and SSE 
elements, the required architecture, and “soft” characteristics of the 
solution.

The panel will review the consideration points for selecting a SASE that 
fits the needs of different segments.

Moderator 
Amir Zmora, CEO & Co-founder, flexiWAN

Gail Smith, Director, Cavell Group

Hector Avalos, VP Sales Europe, Middle East & Africa, 
Versa

Jaye Tillson, SD-WAN & Field CTO, HPE

Charles Eckel, Principal Engineer, Global Technology 
Standards, Cisco

12.30 Finger Buffet
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 09.00 INTRODUCTION

 09.20 KEYNOTES SESSION

PLENARY SESSIONS CONFERENCE ROOM 342

 10.30 AI IMPACT SESSION
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Afternoon Chairwoman 
Gail Smith, Director, Cavell Group

14.00 Securing OT on IT Network  
Exploring the critical vulnerabilities within OT environments, associated 
integration challenges and how SASE can provide a robust,  
cloud-native solution. Learning how SASE’s unified approach to security, 

remote access, and threat intelligence is reshaping OT 
security strategies, and how it can help safeguard 
organization’s most vital infrastructure from emerging risks.

 Pierre-Henri Bourdiol, Senior System Engineer,  
Versa

14.20 SASE and Zero Trust: Finding the Balance between 
Security and Performance  
In today’s cloud-first, hybrid work-from-anywhere world, there is growing 
traction towards SASE and Zero Trust architectures to secure and  
deliver fast access to critical enterprise applications and resources. This 

shift brings flexibility and agility but introduces complex 
challenges in network security, performance, and 
validation.

Dharen Ells, Senior Solutions Architect,  
Spirent Communications

14.40 Sovereign SASE: Customer Requirements  
and Solutions
Organizations are seeking cloud-delivered secure access solutions built 
on a Zero Trust (ZTNA) framework that comply with national regulations 
while maintaining operational agility. Exploring the key customer  
requirements driving the adoption of Sovereign SASE and describing 

FreePro’s Unified Sovereign SASE solutions for the 
French market.
Co-authors: Laurent Cheyssial, CTO of FreePro & Hector 
Avalos, VP EMEA Telcos at Versa

Laurent Cheyssial, CTO, FreePro

15.00 ZTNA, SSE & SASE: the Next Era of Security 
Connectivity  
Exploring the different strategies for securing our workforce and 

explaining the concepts of SSE, SASE, and ZTNA and 
their relevance  
in this modern era. Highlighting the emerging trends in 
adoption and their significance.

Jaye Tillson, SD-WAN & Field CTO, HPE

15.20 SASE for Service Providers and Enterprises:  
How to Do it Right 
Exploring how Service Providers and Enterprises can get the SASE 
experience they need, but can’t get through traditional bundled  

integrations, using a simple metaphor that gets right to the 
heart of why a SASE Platform, built from the ground up, is 
essential.

Paolo Maestripieri, Service Providers Sales Director, EMEA,  
Cato Networks

15.40 Overcoming Network Challenges in AI Deployment: 
The Role of SD-WAN, SASE, and Proactive Monitoring
SD-WAN and SASE provide the agility and security necessary for AI 

applications, but their success hinges on proactive 
monitoring to identify bottlenecks and mitigate failures. 

Nestor Falcon Gonzalez,  
Global Solution Architec, Network Observability,  
Broadcom

16.00 Coffee/Exhibition/Networking

16.30 Interaction between SASE Solutions and their 
Underlay
Discovering key learnings from the field and how to avoid pitfalls in 
adopting Secure Access Service Edge (SASE), Post Quantum  

Cryptography (PQC), and Artificial Intelligence (AI). Gaining 
insights into comprehensive testing and actionable data to 
confidently integrate these emerging technologies.

Tayo Ogunseyinde, Consultant System Engineer, 
Versa

16.50 Navigating SASE, Post Quantum Cryptography  
and AI with Confidence 
Discovering key learnings from the field and how to avoid pitfalls in 
adopting Secure Access Service Edge (SASE), Post Quantum  
Cryptography (PQC), and Artificial Intelligence (AI). Gaining insights into 

comprehensive testing and actionable data to confidently 
integrate these emerging technologies.

Christian Hirsch,   
Technology Team Lead, Service Provider EMEA, 
Keysight

 17.10 PANEL SASE, AI, UNDERLAY 
INTERACTION: SOLVING THE  
INTEGRATION CONUNDRUM

17.10 SASE, AI, Underlay Interaction:  
Solving the Integration  
• What are the interactions between SASE solutions and the underlay?
• Which impact of AI/ML workloads on all layers of connectivity?
•  How to ensure reliable secure overlays with underlying transport

SLAs?
• What about security of data and AI training and inference workloads?
• What’s next?

Moderator
Gail Smith, Director, Cavell Group

Emmanuelle Christophe, SASE Solution Director,  
Orange Business

Inna Ushakova, CEO, f 
AI EdgeLabs

Marc Bouteyre, Head of Virtualization Solution,  
Ekinops

Rick Mur, 
CTO & Co-founder, GNX

17.50 End of the Conference

 14.00 SASE INFRASTRUCTURES & 
PERFORMANCE ISSUES

 15.40 SD-WAN & SASE COEXISTENCE



Our room blocks at a special rate are sold out.
Please find below a selection of neighboring hotels and booking platforms in order for you to find a hotel close to the Palais des 
Congrès.

The Palais des Congrès de Paris is situated in the 17th arrondissement of Paris (West) and is easily accessible by the ligne 1 of the 
Tube, and of course by cab or Uber.

Click on the pictures to access the online booking platforms

Palais des Congrès de Paris. 2 Place de la Porte Maillot. 75017 Paris
Metro Line 1, Porte Maillot Station - Exit Palais des Congrès

RER Line C, Neuilly-Porte Maillot Station

Taxi from Airports
From Roissy - Paris - Charles de Gaulle: Flat rate: € 56. From Orly: Flat rate: € 45

approximately 35 minutes to an hour, depending on traffic

Parking: Indigo Porte Maillot Car Park

HOTEL INFORMATION & BOOKING

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/france/hyatt-regency-paris-etoile/parhr
https://www.marriott.com/fr/hotels/parmd-le-meridien-etoile/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/default.mi
https://all.accor.com/united-kingdom/index.en.shtml
https://www.booking.com/index.html?label=gen173nr-1BCAEoggI46AdIM1gEaE2IAQGYAQ24ARfIAQzYAQHoAQGIAgGoAgO4AqniwaAGwAIB0gIkM2EyZmM4OTYtYmIyYS00YTUxLWIwNDgtMmQyZGYyMmNiZDgw2AIF4AIB&sid=e545590296ce4caf46ddc4c29ef761da&keep_landing=1&sb_price_type=total&lang=en-us&soz=1&lang_changed=1
https://www.airbnb.com/?https://www.airbnb.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Le+Palais+des+Congr%C3%A8s+de+Paris/@48.879384,2.283644,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x47e66f8b6f0cce19:0x8eeda4074a7d84d8!8m2!3d48.8793837!4d2.2836443!16s%2Fg%2F11fqxw36yv?hl=fr
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/mpls-sdn-nfv/mplswc_2025_agenda.html#toppage
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BADGE PICK UP
At the event reception desk.

GROUPED REGISTRATION
For grouped registrations, special reductions might be 
applicable. Please email us

STUDENTS/ACADEMICS/ANALYSTS
Special registration fees might be applicable. please 
email us

SPONSOR’S STAFF
To benefit from special conference registration fees, you 
must use the link and discount code provided by the per-
son within your company, who is in charge of the event.

If you don’t have this special link and code, please email us 

ORGANIZED BY
Upperside Conferences
54 rue du Faubourg Saint Antoine
75012 Paris France
contact@uppersideconferences.com 
www.uppersideconferences.com
Telephone: ++33 (0)1 53 46 63 80

VAT ID: FR12 399 004 068
SIRET: 399 004 068 00033
RCS Paris

CANCELLATION POLICIES
Substitution of delegates is permitted at any time and at 
no extra charge.

Cancellation of a delegate’s registration more than 30 days 
before the event: 100% refund of the registration fees.

Cancellation of a delegate’s registration 30 days or less, but 
more than 14 days, before the event: 80% refund of the 
registration fees.

Cancellation of a delegate’s registration 14 days or less 
before the event: no refund;

All notice of cancellation must be received in writing via 
email to contact@uppersideconferences.com.

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME MODIFICATIONS
Upperside reserves the right to make any necessary 
changes to the program. Every effort will be made to keep 
presentations and speakers as represented. However, 
unforeseen 
circumstances may result in the substitution of a presenta-
tion topic or a speaker.

Delegate registration will be 100% refunded if the conference 
is cancelled by the organizer.

MPLS WORLD + QUANTUM NETWORKS DUAL PASS
Including SASE Forum 2025

2,190 €

MPLS WORLD CONGRESS SINGLE PASS
Including SASE Forum 2025

1,990 €

QUANTUM NETWORKS SUMMIT SINGLE PASS
Including SASE Forum 2025

990 €

SASE FORUM SINGLE PASS PASS
Strategies for Securing Network Access

990 €

EXHIBITION PASS
Exhibition Hall & Interop Showcase

290 €

ATTENDEES REGISTRATION

REGISTER NOW !

UPGRADE YOUR PASS
If you are already registered with one of the following passes:

• Exhibition Pass
• SASE Forum Single Pass
• Quantum Network Single Pass
• MPLS World Single Pass

You can upgrade it to a higher-level at any time. 

UPGRADE YOUR PASS

http://www.uppersideconferences.com
mailto:contact%40uppersideconferences.com?subject=
mailto:contact%40uppersideconferences.com?subject=MPLS%20World%20Congress%202025
mailto:contact%40uppersideconferences.com?subject=MPLS%20World%20Congress%202025
mailto:contact%40uppersideconferences.com?subject=MPLS%20World%20Congress%202025
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/global2025/2025_registration_global.html
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/global2025/2025_registration_global.html
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/global2025/2025_registration_global.html
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/global2025/2025_upgradeyourpass.html
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/global2025/2025_upgradeyourpass.html
https://www.uppersideconferences.com/global2025/2025_upgradeyourpass.html



